Japanese Tea Ceremony Etiquette for Guests
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The ‘wagashi’ (sweets) is served. This is beginning of the ‘otemae’ (the ettiquette of
the tea ceremony).
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When the host serving the ‘wagashi’ bows to the guest, the guest should bow in
return, receive the ‘wagashi’ and then eat it.

The host will say "okashi o douzo” (“please eat the sweets”). When you bow in return,
say "okashi o choudai itashimasu” (“I'm receiving the sweets”), then you may start
eating.
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1 Cut the sweets into bite-size pieces with the ‘kuromoji’ (a small pick or fork).
2 You may eat the sweets by hand if a ‘kuromoji’ has not been provided.

3 Usually, all the sweets are eaten first, then tea is served. (It is not acceptable ettiquette
to eat the sweets and drink the tea with each other).
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The tea is then served. Again, when the host bows to the guest to serve the tea, the
guest should bow in return.
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If you are served your tea before the other guests, bow slightly to them and say “osaki
ni’ (“I'm going before you”). Then, bow to the host again, say "otemae itadakimasu” (“I
m receiving the tea”), and you may drink the tea.
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Turn the ‘chawan’ (tea bowl) clockwise two times and start to drink the tea.
At the tea ceremony, it is important to admire the tea bowl that you are served.
The front of the tea bowl will often have a beautiful design, so it will be served with
the front facing you.
It is important to rotate the tea bowl to avoid drinking from the front. Hold the tea
bowl with your left hand underneath and rotate the front of the tea bowl two times
clockwise with your right hand so it is facing away from you, towards the host.
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Finally, drink the tea. You should sip the tea to the last drop, leaving nothing
behind. This shows the host that you are grateful and that the tea was delicious.
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After you have finished drinking the tea, wipe the rim of the bowl from where you
sipped using your forefinger and thumb, and then turn the tea bowl twice anti-
clockwise, but in the same manner as before, so that the front faces you again.
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Return the tea bowl to the edge of the tatami mat, back to the place it was first served
to you.

As the manner may be slightly different from tea school to tea school, this is just one etiquette for the tea ceremony.)
Bty
HL , it




